
March 9th , 2010 

Minutes
Burr PTO 
Building Community:  What is inclusion

Welcome –Dana Hanson & Steve DeJesus  co-presidents


· Unanimous approval of last meeting’s minutes see link here to review minutes on line. 

 Vote on a proposed 2009-2010 PTO budget revisions
· Mary Lewis on behalf of the Bon Voyage Party Planning Committee asked the PTO to approve a budget change of  $1200 to pay for Ms. Bencal’s retirement party. Rough plans for the party are that it is on June 4th in the garden, It will be geared to the kids and the community and current and former students of Burr. There will be a gift of some sort perhaps a mosaic like the one at Williams, a plaque, a personal book / card from the children etc…  The change was seconded and unanimously approved by all present at the meeting. More details about the party will be in future bulletins.  
· Jen Toran recommended to all that we consider a pre-expenditure of $2000 to go to a smart board as part of the NSF initiative re 21st Century Classrooms now. This is so that we show support for the initiate and get our money in with others and take part in the group rate. We hope to have it this spring vs. next fall. It included 1 unit for a 5th grade class and the software and training and education support. The classroom package is @ $ 7000 in total we hope that NSC will donate the remaining $ 5000.  She has recommended that this be paid now “borrowed” from next year’s proposed budget line if &8000 for technology. The remaining 6000 is for 5 more computers for K-3 and a couple projectors, and some ELMO’s with LCD hook ups. The proposal to spend $2000 now was seconded and approved by all and will be dedicated to the NSF for payment towards a smart board. 
  
Upcoming events/Announcements/Business

· Check in re next steps in principal selection process. Time frame for decision
Dana informed all that she does not know any more than last week’s email that indicated the Susan Gilbert and Dr. Mara had accepted another position. We hope to know what will happen with the remaining candidate Mr. Chitty soon. If we do not we will either be appointed an interim OR roll into Memorial Spaulding’s principal search that is just gearing up. 

· World Culture Festival Saturday March 13. 

· Upcoming Board Elections- Co President , Secretary, Education Support Coordinator, Community Building Coordinator and Communications Coordinator if interested in any please
talk to one of us. 

Erika Drezner explained what she does as our SpEd PAC (Special Education Parent Advisory Council) liaison. She also introduced the panel that included NPS Parents Sheilarea Lau, Joan Schulz, Shaul Berechman, and Carole Slipowitz. We heard some very candid heart wrenching stories from parents of children with learning and disabilities, autism,  Aspergers and other differences.

Some of the topics they discussed and highlights were:  

What does it mean when your child has a diagnosis or when s/he doesn't?

What do you tell to whom and how?

How do you fit into the school community?

We heard about the differences in inclusion classrooms VS.  Integrated classrooms. Inclusion classroom , like at Burr can deliver some services in the classroom however for most the child is pulled out of the class to work with a part time specialist be it a PT, OT, adaptive PE, speech therapist, and academic support specialist. Other schools. Like Angier have fully integrated classrooms where the specialists are in the classroom and the is less pulling out for services. Some of this is due to logistics and groupings and some of this is simple due to budget issues.  We heard pros and cons on these different approaches and delivery of services to children. 

One parent said that she would prefer people to ask questions vs. ignore her sons behavior.  The other parents seemed to share this sentiment. It was clear that the parents, as well as the children, sometimes do not feel included. One parent said that the disability can take over their lives at times. One, very eloquently, said that taking the time to ask questions shows some concern, compassion and understanding which can only benefit the community as a whole.   

We learned that Day Middle School has a good program for children with emotional and physical disabilities.  Memorial Spaulding has an integrated classroom, Franklin has an integrated classroom and there is an organization called Kid Connections that gets small groups of children together to learn social dynamics. 
We learned that @ 33 aides are possibly being cut from next year’s budget. 

 



For more information: www.newtonpac.org 
Time was left for questions and answers and the meeting was adjourned at @ 8:45. 


Respectfully Submitted by,

Kelly Brown


Recording Secretary 2008-2010 








