4-7-10 Minutes from PTO Meeting at the Yawkey Club of Roxbury 

Ms. Bencal discussed an upcoming meeting re bike safety either this spring or next fall. She discussed some of the concerns with kids biking in the street vs. on the sidewalk and bike and pedestrian traffic concerns. She has asked the School Council to work with the Walk to School Coordinators and Green Team and the City’s contacts to come up with a plan.  We all discussed the current status of the principal search and that the team is still interviewing candidates. 


Main Topic:
Fostering Creativity in the Burr Art Program -Diane Jaquith, Burr Elementary School Art Specialist 

Ms. Diane Jaquith described her unique "choice-based" art program at Burr. She shared with us  the educational philosophy documented in her recently-published book (co-authored with Katherine Douglas) Engaging Learners Through Artmaking: Choice-Based Art Education.  

We went through all the mediums and choices the kids have and saw amazing slides of examples of children’s work. Some of the topics where: 
· Why teaching for artistic behavior engages students to self-direct their learning, take risks, and reflect on their artwork   
· How children's artistic behaviors are nurtured at multiple studio centers   
· Why engineering is encouraged in art class 
· Preparation for our annual K-5 Art Show in late April
This was a well attended meeting for one in Boston and it was wonderful to see Ms Moran and Ms. Cooley at a PTO Meeting. It is definitely one to do again so art can be celebrated more often! 
Respectfully Submitted by,
Kelly E Brown 
Kelly E Brown, Secretary 2009-2010 
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