PTO Meeting Minutes 11/14/02

Roberta Whalen, PTO co-president, opened the meeting with a welcome and introductions around the room.  Thank you to Lucy Norvell and Maria Albanese for organizing the coffee social prior to the meeting.  Please note there will not be another meeting of the PTO until January.  Happy Holidays!  

PTO Business:  

Handouts:  Newton Board of Alderman and School Committee Contact information.  Don’t forget the Citywide Celebration of the arts and Bake sale Sunday Nov.17, 10-3 at Oak Middle School.  Dec. 16 7-8:30 at Brown Middle School, there is a Citywide Speaker presentation Rachel Simmons, Author of Odd Girl Out, will discuss hidden aggression in girls (more information to follow).

Fundraising update:
Lots of sheets were returned with suggestions on fundraising events for the remainder of the year, in the works are smaller fundraising events to raise money for next year’s PTO budget.  Look for more information to follow for events in January (Mom’s Night Out/Cookbook Kick off), February (Family Movie Night), and March (8th) Square Dance/Talent Showcase.  The “feeder” schools to Day Middle School have been asked to participate in their magazine drive.  This is an opportunity for you to either buy or renew your magazine subscriptions at a reduced rate to benefit Day.  

Guest Speaker:  Jen Toran, 3rd Grade Teacher and Lynette Lawton, 4th Grade teacher. 

Last year Jen Toran applied for and was awarded the SILC Grant (Shaping Innovative Learning Communities).  The goal of the grant was to infuse technology into 14 classes across the city.  Rather than “computer labs” where technology is taught as a separate subject, the idea is to integrate technology into the curriculum.  The grant allowed for 6 laptops (one is a teacher lap top) and LCD projector, Digital video camera, laser printer, a wireless airport and an airport card, a scanner, headphones and software.  There are many benefits, the laptop and LCD are used for whole class demonstrations; the technology also is used for large and small projects in every subject.  Jen has already created a lot of the work, and the intention (of the SILC grant) is to eventually share ideas between other technology classrooms.  Examples of ways the technology has been integrated into the class are:  Social Studies students take a “virtual tour” of the Mayflower on the internet, Science the students will use it for independent and group research, Literacy, students will use it for publishing their work and Math online games are used for reinforcement and demonstration.  The technology classroom has brought about some significant differences such as increased motivation, the students consider it a tool and they have become better at problem solving.  Due to the circumstances of the SILC grant the technology needs to remain in the classroom at all times, there can be no sharing of the resources.  For future consideration the following is pricing for this hardware:  1 laptop $1,100, the LCD projector $1,700, 5 Laptops $5,000, Airport cards $100/each card, Airport $300.  A Mobile lab would include 10 laptops, with a cart and an airport (the airport cards are installed in each laptop) and a teacher laptop.  $14,000 (the LCD projector is not included in the Mobile Lab)

More PTO Business:

Following the presentation there was a motion to reallocate enough funds in this year’s PTO budget to purchase an LCD projector and a laptop with an airport card.  The motion was seconded and was unanimously voted to accept the motion to reallocate funds.  A second motion was raised to hold an additional fundraiser dedicated to raising money for the purchase of a “Mobile Lab”.  The motion was seconded and unanimously voted in.

Submitted by Kelly McDade
