Burr School PTO Minutes                                    ___September 17,  2008

In  attendance: 

Diana Fisher- Gomberg, Susan Cassidy, Dana Hanson, Christine Carey, Sharon Torcasio, Choden Jhakuri, Mayra Cruz, Amanda Loftus, Tracy Carter, Beth Viveriros, Allison Sharma, Mary Greco, Mary Lewis, Jaye Schneider, Rachael Scheff, Jodi Schaefer, Pam Mc Vey, Gina Scaramellia, Bijal Dalal, Neda Sochian, Lisa Dallaire, Felicia Falchik, Johanne Campbell, Donna Davis, Weiquin Shi, Nina Dickerman, Ellen Chu, Christine Gallivan, Ellen Regan, Margaret Crook, Jenny Mc Kee-Henskin, Tricia Bombara, Lizbeth Heyer, Hope Kellman, Stephanie Mamis, 
Ms Bencal and Ms. Frail.  (There may have been a few other attendees who did not sign in.)  

Pre Meeting for Newcomers: 

· Dana Hanson and Susan Cassidy PTO Co Presidents welcomed new families and provided an overview of who the PTO is, what we do, and introduced board members. 

· Rachael Scheff presented a little about BCAP 

· Ms. Bencal welcomed all and went over the Blue Zone rules and general safety issues.  

Approval of the minutes: 

The minutes from the June 11, 2008 meeting were reviewed and approved by all. These may be found on the website www.burrpto.org <link to page>.

Highlights: 

· Introduction of the 2008-2009 Board Members

· A motion was made to nominate Lizbeth Heyer to the position of Education Support Coordinator it was seconded and approved unanimously. 

· Ms Bencal provided an overview of the goals and current picture of the school.        

- Current numbers 369 children ( 11 over the projection)  and 38 more than last year. 

- Projections are to go up again next year- watch space studies 

· How she and the staff are adjusting to cuts due to the failed override 

· Approval for 2 part time aides for the larger 3rd grades

· Plan to have a literacy aide in K for @ 4hrs. 

· Discussed the make up of the school population this year- numbers and needs 

· Reviewed the School Improvement Plan

· A motion was made to distribute the Burr Bulletin on line to save money. It was 

discussed and questions were fielded. A vote was taken and it was approved by the majority. Note- it was agreed that those that find it necessary to have hard copy due to limited or no access to email will be able to obtain a copy by contacting Junko Shibuya. 

It was later suggested that  we consider using the money saved here to get closer to our equity cap. 

Upcoming events/ Announcements: 

Newton Safe Routes to School -Pat McCaffrey and Tricia Bombara spoke about Newton Safe Routes to School program and the efforts to promote this in the area.  

Annual Walk to School Day on October 8th  (if you are interested in helping with

this, please contact Pat McCaffrey)

Room Parents Update- Pam Mc Vey (Room Parent Coordinator) announced we still 

are looking for help in Miss Mc Mahon, Miss Evans, Ms Robinson and Miss Moran’s

classes. 


SPED PAC- Rachael Sheff presented some information regarding what is offered 

and how to reach out for help for special educational needs . Any questions, contact our Burr liaison Erika Drezner. 

Auction Committee- Announced that the event will be held on January 31st at the 
Turtle Lane Playhouse and that they are in need of donations and help with this very important fundraiser.  They also shared the adorable letterhead designed by local in house artists! 


Halloween Family Fun Night – October 25th – a mini description provided for 


New folks 


Curriculum Night- September 25th 


Next PTO Meeting – October 28th, 7pm

The Budget: 

The 2008-2009 Budget was presented by Dana Hanson, Susan Cassidy and Margaret Crook.  It was reviewed and questions were taken. The a motion was made to approve and it was unanimously approved. 

Follow up Items/ questions- 

Ms Bencal was asked where the extra monies found by the City recently are earmarked to go within the School System? She was going to look into this more to determine the Board’s understanding of “one time capital expenditures” to see if it includes technology. 


PTO Board/ Treasurer to look at savings from on line distribution of the bulletin 


and come up with ideas of where it should be placed. 
The meeting was adjourned on time!!!! 

           Respectfully submitted,

           Kelly E Brown 


           Kelly Brown

           Secretary, Burr School PTO

Cc: 
Burr PTO Board  2008-09 -Co-Presidents: Susan Cassidy and Dana Hanson, Treasurer: Margaret Crook, Coordinators: Erika Drezner, Diana Fisher-Gomberg, Lizbeth Heyer, Allison Sharma


PTO at Large 
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