PTO Meeting Minutes 3/13/03

A special PTO meeting was held on March 4, 2003 in Roxbury.  The meeting was a repeat of the PTO meeting on Balanced Literacy held last fall.  For minutes to this meeting please refer to the minutes of October 22, 2002.

Jamie Freed, PTO co-president, opened the meeting with a welcome and introductions around the room.  Thank you to Lucy Norvell and Maria Albanese for organizing the coffee social prior to the meeting.

PTO Business:  Congratulations and thanks to the committee for the Square dance fundraiser and all those who supported this event.  The dance raised almost $4,000!

Fundraising:  There was a discussion of the need for a Fundraising Chair to oversee the activities for next year. Nominations are encouraged!  Parent volunteers are needed to plan and implement individual fundraisers.  

Fundraising ideas for next year include: (but are not limited to!) 

Gift-wrap sale




Auction

Halloween costume sale


Tupperware sale

Cookbook (this fall, coordinated by Sharon Fagan)




Children’s artwork on mugs, notepaper etc

T-shirt contest (Student contest for a design, judging during the Mayfair and t-shirts would be available for sale in September)

A technology donation solicitation letter to be sent to the Burr Community during the summer describing needs and breaking down the costs.  

Donation solicitation letter writing campaign to Burr school alumnae, & Burr Community (reminding them of Corporate Matching gifts) and to local companies. (Volunteers to coordinate this effort are Janice Hathaway and Kathleen Maguire)

Reminder of ongoing fundraising efforts:

Scrip Program is offered every 2 weeks.  Boxtops for Education will be turned in next week, and is going very well. 

May Fair: The first planning meeting will take place this Friday 3/14/03,12:15 p.m. at Bruegger’s.  Contact Carolyn Haynes if you are interested in volunteering. 

Technology:  The PTO has purchased the LCD projector, laptop and airport card for the school.  An ongoing goal for the PTO is to purchase a Mobile lab, which would include 10 laptops, with a cart and an airport (the airport cards are installed in each laptop) and a teacher laptop total cost is $14,000.  

Mary Lewis has volunteered to be the PTO representative for the After School Task Force.  Thank you Mary!  American Cancer Society will hold its Annual Newton/Brookline Relay for Life at the Newton North High School Track on May 17-18th.  This event raises money for cancer research.  Mary Lewis is the Event Chair this year as well as the Burr Team Captain.  Please contact her if you would like to participate. 

The next meeting of the PTO will take place on April 8, 2003.  There will be a panel discussion with parents of children who have various special needs.  Look for more details coming soon.   

Submitted by Kelly McDade

